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How did  

North Carolina get its shape? 



How did  

North Carolina get its shape? 

• North Carolina/Georgia boundary             
(a line defined by 2 survey teams that didn’t meet)  

– 1818 survey led by Mr. Hugh Montgomery 

 Proceeded east from Georgia’s NW corner for 40 miles along 
what he thought was the 35th parallel until a point near 
Pine Knob where he set the “Montgomery’s Corner” 
monument, but was 4,813 ft south of the 35th parallel  

– 1819 survey led by Mr. Love of North Carolina 
and Mr. Terrell of Georgia 

 Proceeded west from the terminus of the 1815 survey    
(i.e. Commissioners Rock) for 30 miles where they set the 
30 mile stone, which was 1,983 ft north of Montgomery’s 
Corner.  
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How did  

North Carolina get its shape? 

Legend: 

• 1818 survey: Mr. Hugh Montgomery 

• 1819 survey: Mr. Love of NC and Mr. Terrell of GA 

 



Round Top Mt 

Pine Knob 

Hightower Bald 



30 Mile Stone – Love/Terrell Corner 

 



Montgomery Corner ON Hightower 
Bald 



NC-GA reference mark 

NC-GA 



NC- GA Stone 

 







How did  

North Carolina get its shape? 

Legend: 

• Ellicott Rock and Commissioners Rock 



Andrew Ellicott Letter to NC 

 



Commissioner’s Rock 

Sid Miller at 
Commissioner's Rock 

Phil Cort at Ellicott's 
Rock? 



The Boundaries 

Ellicott's Rock? 



Ellicott Rock Wilderness 

 



Questions? 

Mailing address: Building (shipping) address: 

Gary W. Thompson, PLS 
NC Geodetic Survey 
4298 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4298 

Gary W. Thompson, PLS 
NC Geodetic Survey 
Bowers Building 
NC National Guard complex 
4105 Reedy Creek Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27607 

Gary W. Thompson, PLS 

Office: 919-733-3836 

Direct: 919-948-7844 

Email: gary.thompson@ncdps.gov 


